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Adrian  Rogers  memorialized  at  funeral 


Since  1877 


BAPTISTS 


FAREWELL,  FOR  NOW  —  Steve  Gaines  (at  pulpit),  Adrian  Rogers'  successor  as  pastor  at  Bellevue 
Church  in  suburban  Memphis,  told  the  thousands  attending  the  longtime  pastor's  funeral  service  on 
November  1 7  that  Rogers  has  "won  the  victory."  (BP  photo  by  Morris  Abernathy) 


omise  God's  Word,  who  selor  whose  words  were  a  deep  well  of  although  it  left  a  hole  in  my  heart  the  size 
it  unashamedly  and  who  wisdom  that  I  could  draw  freely  from."  of  the  Grand  Canyon,  we  are  comforted  to 
)re  than  anything  to  see  lost  Edmiston  spoke  of  the  love  between  know  that  our  loss  is  heaven's  gain." 
me  to  Jesus."  Rogers  and  his  wife  Joyce,  "one  of  the  The  two-hour  service  also  mcluded  a 

my  hero,  my  knight  in  shin-  greatest  love  stories  this  world  has  ever  eulogy  from  Rogers'  son,  David,  who  said 
who  was  always  there  to  slay  known."  Rogers  never  dated  another  he  learned  from  his  father  generosity,  a 
ns,"  said  Janice  Edmiston,  girl.  He  often  said  that  he  and  Joyce  met  love  for  God's  Word,  acceptance  of  others, 
laughter.  "My  comforter  m  the  fourth  grade  but  didn't  get  serious  and  courage.  "I've  learned  what  it  means 
e  hardest  of  times.  My  coun-  until  the  sixth  grade.  to  take  a  stand  when  the  easiest  thing  was 

Edmiston  also  recalled  to  stay  quiet,"  he  said, 
her  father's  contagious  Otner  speakers  included  James 
positive  spirit,  and  his  abil-  Whitmire  and  Bob  Sorrell,  who  served  on 
ity  to  put  a  positive  spin  on  staff  with  Rogers  for  years;  longtime 
everything  —  even  the  can-  friends  Joe  Boatwright  ana  Peter  Lord;  pas- 
cer  that  would  eventually  tors  Jerry  Vines  and  Ken  Whitten;  and 
claim  his  life.  James  Dobson,  founder  of  Focus  on  the 

("This  is  good  for  me,"  Family. 

Edmiston  recalled  her  Steve  Gaines,  Rogers'  successor  as 

father  saying  about  the  Bellevue's  pastor,  preached  the  message 
cancer.  ''^It's  given  me  and  compared  Rogers  to  the  biblical 
something  to  rocus  on,  Samuel.  Rogers  was  a  prophetic,  wise, 
kind  of  like  a  hobby."  prayerful  preacher,  tne  Mississippi 

Her  emotional  eulogy  native  said,  who  has  now  reaped  the 
was  her  "tell-all"  story  reward  for  his  life's  service, 
about  her  father,  but  "As  Dr.  Vines  has  said,  we  don't 

Edmiston  said  it  wasn't  grieve  as  those  who  have  no  hope," 
sufficient  to  communicate  Gaines  said.  "We  know  that  just  as  sure- 
the  truth.  —  ly  as  Jesus  died  and  rose  from  the  dead, 

"Of  everything  that  has  Adrian  Rogers  is  alive.  He  has  entered 
j  been  said  today  about  my  the  gates  of  pearl...  All  of  life's 
I  daddy's  character,  his  love  heartaches,  including  cancer,  have  been 
l  and  his  greatness  —  take  forgotten.  He  has  won  the  victory." 


PAYING  TRIBUTE  — 
Thousands  traveled  to 
Bellevue  Baptist  Church's 
auditorium  for  the  funeral  of 
Adrian  Rogers,  the  church's 
longtime  pastor.  (BP  photo 
by  Morris  Abernathy) 


A  different  attitude 


Salter's  goal,  as  he 
pointed  out  in  the 
column,  was  to 
"deflate  some  of  the 
religious  dema¬ 
gogue^  being  inter¬ 
jected  into  the  debate 
of  how  the  ravaged 
Gulf  Coast  rebuilds 
and  how  the  15,000 
residents  there 
employed  by  the 
earning  industry  can 


"fOOW  HONCH,  1‘tA  NOT  SAVtM6 

IS  IMNOCBNT  —  JU$TA«RF6Cr 
OF  THE  FAUEN  RACE 
OF  MAM/'  V 


Editor's 

Notebook 


1 1  L.  industr 

Tnnhl®ll  get  bade  to  worl 

I  Aside  from  the  they'^wanted  from  our  state 

I  iSmW  1 1  that  Salter  and  leaders,  isn't  it? 

I  *  I  V  u  1  others  like  him  in  the  In  another  blow  to  the  Gulf 

I  [[  I  I.  .  I  gambling/  political  Coast's  recovery.  Isle  of  Capri 

_  __  jy  »  ll/l  complex  consider  management  has  announced 

Cg*  ^  Mississ-ippi  Baptist  that  it  intends  to  relocate  its  cor- 

leadership  to  be  porate  headquarters  from  Biloxi 

- nothing  more  than  to  St.  Louis  to  take  advantage  of 

people  who  "make  the  "location  and  quality  oflife" 
use  of  popular  preju-  there,  according  to  a  company 
dices  and  false  official  quoted  in  a  November 
issue  to  shred  opponents  of  claims  and  promises  in  order  to  18  article  in  The  Clarion-Ledger, 
bling  expansion  like  the  gain  power"  (the  Webster's  Are  we  all  beginning  to  get 
jissippi  Baptist  Convention.  CHctionary  definition  of  dema-  the  picture  here?  The  gamblers 

But  waging  a  fight  against  goguery),  events  since  the  will  say  or  do  or  promise  any- 

wing  the  gaming  that  has  enactment  of  the  land-based  thing  fney  have  to  in  order  to 

1  legal  in  the  state  for  far  gambling  legislation  are  prov-  get  tneir  way,  and  then  they'll 
;er  than  a  decade  to  mg  how  wrong  they  are  even  go  about  their  business  as  they 
)en  across  the  highway  about  the  jobs  issue.  please  with  little  regard  to  the 

1  original  establishments  The  Clarion-Ledger  on  consequences  of  their  actions 
provide  good  jobs  for  November  9  published  an  arti-  on  the  people  of  Mississippi  — 
tsands  on  the  Coast  who  cle  entitled,  "Hurricane  cash  and  too  many  of  our  state's 
i  them  seems  ill-con-  may  fund  new  casino  in  St.  leaders  continue  to  openly 
ed,"  said  Sid  Salter,  the  Louis,"  which  described  serve  them  in  spite  of  that  fact, 

gambling  Perspective  sec-  Pinnacle  Entertainment's  plans  Why  do  they  do  it?  Now, 
editor  at  The  Clarion-  to  take  insurance  payouts  from  that's  a  pop  quiz  question  we 
ger  in  Jackson,  in  a  its  destroyed  Casino  Magic  can  all  ask  our  legislators  and 
ember  28  column.  facility  on  the  Gulf  Coast  and  Governor. 
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denotes  member  of  a  Mississippi  Baptist  church 

House  of  Representatives 

YEA-60  (for  land-basod  gambllrtg) 

Name 

Akins.  Noal* 

Bailey.  Willie 
Baker.  Mark 
Banks.  Earle 
Bentz.  Leonard 
Blackmon  Jr.,  Edward 
Broomfield,  Billy 
Brown,  Cedi 
Burnett,  Clara 
Calhoun,  Credell 
Carlton.  Virginia’ 

Clark,  Bryant 
Clarke.  Alyce 
Coleman,  Linda 
Coleman.  Mary 
CoTTipretta,  J.P. 

Davis,  Lee  Jarrell 
Oedeaux,  Dirk* 

Denny,  Bill 
Espy  III.  Henry 
Evans.  James 
Flaggs  Jr.,  George 
Fredericks,  Frances 
Guice  Jr.,  Daniel 
Hamilton,  Frank 
Harrison,  Esther 
Hinds  Sr.,  John 
Holland.  Steve 
Holloway  Sr..  Gregory 
Ishee.  Roger 
Janus,  Michael 
Johnson  III.  Robert 
Malone.  Bennett 
Martinson.  Rita 
MayhaH  Jr.,  W.T. 

Mayo.  John 
Moak.  Bobby* 

Moore.  John* 

Morris.  Leonard 
Myers,  David 
Norquist.  David 
Patterson.  Randall 
Peranich,  Diane 
Read.  John* 

Reeves.  John* 

Robinson  Jr.,  Walter 


Simpson  Jr.,  James*  Pass  Christian  120 

Smith,  Clayton*  Brandon  59 

Smith,  Fen  Carthage  27 

Snowden,  Greg*  ,  Meridian  83 

Staples,  Gary  Laurel  88 

Straughter.  Rufus  Beizoni  51 

Thomas,  Sara  Indianola  31 

Upshaw.  Jessica  Diamondhead  95 

Watson,  Percy  Hattiesburg  103 

Whittington.  May  Schlater  34 

Woods.  Tommy  Byhalia  52 

Young  Sr.,  Charles  Meridian  82 

Zuber  Itl,  Hank  Ocean  Springs  113 

IjOO 

47  NAY-53  (agairtst  tanrHmaed  gambling) 

69  Name _ 

29  Aldridge.  Brian' 


Montgomery.  Pal 
Moss.  Harvey* 
Nicholson,  Billy* 
Parker.  Deryk* 

Reed.  Dannie* 
Reyrxrlds,  Tommy* 
Flobinson,  Eric* 
Rogers.  Margaret 
Flogers.  Ray 
Rotenberry,  Clinton* 
Smith.  Jar 
Stringer,  Johnny 
Sullivan,  Preston* 
Turner.  Jerry 
Vince,  Robert 
Walley.  Shaun* 

Ward.  Greg 
Warren.  Joe 
Weathersby,  Tom* 
Webs-Smith.  CarmeT 


Pontotoc 
Cofirrth 
Little  Rock 
Lucedale 
Ackerman 
Water  Valley 
Quitman 
New  Al>any 
Peart 

Mendenhall 

Columbus 

Montrose 

Okolona 

Baldwryn 

Sandy  Hook 

Leakesville 

Ripley 

Mt.  Olive 

Florence 

Pascagoula 


Harden.  Alice 
Hewes  III.  William 
Hohm,  John 
Huggins.  Bunky 
Jackson.  Ftobert 
Jackson  II,  Sampson 
Jordan.  David 
Kirby,  Dean* 

Lee.  Ezell* 

Michel.  Walter 
Moffat,  Tommy 
Morgan.  Ed* 

Posey,  Lynn* 
Robertson,  Tommy 
Ross,  Charlie 
Simrrxms.  William 
Thames,  Billy* 

Wafts  Jr.,  Johnnie 
Williamson,  Gloria 


Jackson 

Gulfport 

Jackson 

Greenwood 

Marks 

DeKalb 

Greenwood 

Peart 

Picayune 

Jackson 

Gautier 

Hattiesburg 

Union  Church 

Moss  Point 

Brarxlon 

ClevelaiKj 

Mize 

Greenville 

Philadelphia 


EDITOR  EMERITUS 

Don  McGregor 


District 


Oxford 


Greenville 

Brandon 

Jackson 

Biloxi 

Canton 

Moss  Point 

Jackson 

Tunica 

Jackson 

Columbia 

Pickens 

Jackson 

Mound  Bayou 

Jackson 

Bay  St.  Louis 

Hattiesburg 

Gulfport 

Jackson 

Clarksdale 

Jackson 

Vicksburg 

Gulfport 

Ocean  Springs 

Hurley 

Columbus 

Greenville 

Plantersvibe 

Hazlehurst 

Gulfport 

Biloxi 

Natchez 

Carthage 

Madison 

Southaven 

Clarksdale 

Bogue  ChMto 

BrarKlon 

BatesviHe 

McComb 

Cleveland 

Biloxi 

Pass  Christian 
Gautier 
Jackson 
Bolton 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee 
Mack  Amis,  McComb 
lames  Beasley,  Crystal  Springs 
Al  Green  )r..  Bay  St.  Louis 
Rick  Henson,  Brandon 
Beverly  Pyron,  Natchez 
Billy  Watkins,  Madison 
Dana  Richardson,  secretary 


Tupelo 

Morton 

Senatobia 

Brookhaven 

Bruce 

Grenada 

Philadalphia 

Holly  Sprifigs 

Columbus 

luka 

Macon 

Taylorsville 

Raymorxl 

Sumrab 

Jackson 

Picayune 

MoorevWe 

PoplarviHe 

Hickory  Flat 

West  Point 

Louisville 

Cbmon 

Olve  Brartch 

Meridtan 

Kbmichael 

Monticello 

DeSolo 

Petal 

GVfOOd  Springs 

Courlland 

Rlenzi 

FuNon 

McComb 


Arinder,  Tracy 
Baker,  Larry* 
Barnett.  Jim 
Beckett.  Jim* 
Bondurant.  Sidney 
Bounds.  Scott* 
Buck,  Kelvin 
Chism.  Gary* 
Cummings,  Ricky 
Dickson.  Reecy 
Eaton.  Bo* 
Ellington.  Jim* 
FiHingane.  Joey* 
Fleming.  Erik 
Formby,  Mark* 
Franks  Jr.,  Jamie 
Frierson,  Herb* 
Gadd.  Jack 
Gibbe.  David 
Gregory.  James* 
Gunn,  Philip* 
Hamillon,  Eugene 
Home,  Steve* 
Howell,  Bobby* 
Hudson,  Joey* 
Jennings.  Warxla 
LotLMite* 
Markham  >.,  J.B. 
McBride.  Warner* 
McCoy.  Bity* 
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NAY-21  (agalnat  land-baaad  gamblirfg) 

_  Name  City  District 

38  Browning.  Nickey  Pontotoc  3 

32  Bryan.  Hob*  Amory  .  7 

Butler,  Kelvin  Magnolia  38 

_  Carmichael,  Videt*  Meridian  33 

30  Flowers,  Merle  Southaven  19 

85  Frazier,  Hillman  Jackson  27 

80  Gordon,  Jack*  Okolona  8 

89  Hyde-Smith,  CiiKty*  Brookhaven  39 

Jackson.  Gary*  French  Camp  IS 

_  King  Jr.,  Tom*  Pet^  44 

54  Lae.  Perry*  Mendenhall  35 

Utile,  Travis*  Corinth  4 

—  Mettelel,  Nolan  Sardis  10 

Nunneiee,  Alan*  Tupelo  6 

Pickering.  Stacey*  Soso  42 

Thomas,  Joseph  Yazoo  City  21 

riel  ToMaon,  Gray  Oxford  9 

40  Turner,  Bennie  West  Poim  16 

17  Walley.  Shannon*  Leakesville  43 

31  White,  Richard*  Terry  29 

23  Wilemon  Jr..  J.P.  Belmont  5 
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43  Mississippi  Senate 

56  YEA-29  (for  larHf-baaad  gambling) 

6  Name 

81  Aformon.  Skr 

46  Brawn,  Terty* 

91  Burton,  Tarry 

7  Chaney,  MAte 

104  Claike.  Buck 

20  Cuavas,  Scotty 

10  Davis,  Doug* 

3  Dawkins,  Dabble 

21  Dearing,  Bob 

97  Doxay,  RtAph 


Picayune 


Columbus 


Vicksburg 


Pass  Christian 
Hamarxto 
Pass  Christian 
Natchez 
Holy  Springs 


46  PRESENT 
1  Qololt,  Tommy 


Prentiss 
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PRESENT 

EMs,  Tyrone 

StarkvHle 

38 

Petkim  Sr.,  WiWarTV 

Greenwood 

32 

NOT  VOTING 

Huddfosfon.  Robert 

Sumrter 

30 

MkMIelon.  Chuck 

Port  Gibson 

85 

Scott,  Omeria 

Laurel 

80 

Shows,  Bobby* 

Ellisvile 

89 

ABSENT 

1 

Masterson.  Chester 

Vicksburg 

54 

1 

NOBTS  to  begin  commuter  classes  in  Jan. 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  — 
New  Orleans  Seminary 
(NOBTS)  will  hold  classes  on  its 
New  Orleans  campus  starting 
in  January,  NOBTS  President 
Chuck  Kelley  has  announced. 
He  al^  said  that  the  May  grad¬ 
uation  ceremony  will  be  held  on 
campus  in  Leavell  Chapel. 

In  addition  to  the  cbsses  on 
the  New  Orleans  Ccimpus,  a  full 
range  of  course  delivery  systems 
will  be  offered  in  the  spring 
semester  for  undergraduate  and 
raduate  students,  incl^ding 


ed  discussion  directed  study 
courses,  weekend  classes  and 
one-week  academic  workshops. 

Because  student  housing 
will  not  be  available  in  January, 
the  courses  are  designed  with 
commuter  students  in  mind. 
The  seminary  will  continue  to 
offer  a  variety  of  study  options 
during  the  spring  semester  for 
those  who  cannot  commute  to 
the  main  campus. 

The  announcement  came 
during  Kelley's  recent  trip  to 
campus  Nov.  10  to  view  restora¬ 
tion  progress  and  his  comments 
are  posted  in  a  letter  to  the  sem¬ 
inary  family  at  the  school's 
website  (www.nobts.edu). 

"The  New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  campus 
is  commg  to  life  again.  We've 
made  amazing  progress," 
Kelley  said.  "The  campus  is  lit¬ 
erally  changing  every  week." 

Kelley  found  the  front  block 
of  campus  in  excellent  condi¬ 
tion.  He  said  the  main  academ¬ 
ic  buildings  are  ready  for  use. 
According  to  Kelley,  quick 
restoration  work  by  the  semi¬ 
nary's  contractor,  Mike 
Moskau,  facilitated  the  early 
return  of  on-campus  coiuses. 

"We  couldn't  have  gotten  this 
far  without  Mike  Moskau,"  Kelley 
said.  "He  has  picked  up  on  our 


LOOKING  TOWARD  JANUARY  —  In  view  of  commuter  class¬ 
es  beginning  in  January,  Chuck  Kelley  (right),  president  of  New 
Orleans  Seminary,  and  trustee  William  Hanberry  of  Hattiesburg 
talk  outside  Leavell  Chapel.  (BP  photo  by  Gary  D.  Myers) 


passion  to  get  it  done  and  he's 
found  ways  to  make  it  happen." 

Although  a  few  classes  at 
some  extension  centers  begin 


Newdow  strikes  again 

SACRAMENTO,  Calif.  (BP)  —  Michael  Newdow,  the  atheist 
whose  challenge  of  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  reached  tiie  United 
States  Supreme  Court,  is  now  targeting  "In  God  We  Trust"  on 
the  count's  currency.  In  a  lawsuit  filed  November  17  in  feder¬ 
al  court  in  Sacramento,  Ca.,  Newdow  charged  the  national 
motto  is  vmconstitutional  and  should  be  removed  from  the 
United  States'  paper  money  and  coins.  Newdow's  suit  claims 
"In  God  We  Trusr  violates  bofii  of  the  First  Amendment's  reli¬ 
gion  clauses,  which  ban  government  establishment  of  religion 
and  infringement  of  the  free  exercise  of  religion.  The  suit  also 
says  the  motto  violates  his  free  speech  ana  equal  protection 
ri^ts.  The  American  Center  for  Law  and  Justice  (ACLJ)  will 
defend  members  of  Congress  in  the  suit,  ACLJ  Chief  Counsel 
Jay  Sekulow  Stiid.  The  national  motto  "is  not  ohlv  permissible, 
but  constitutional  as  well,"  Sekulow  said  in  a  November  18 
written  statement.  "In  God  We  Trust"  was  placed  on  a  U.S.  coin 
for  die  first  time  in  1864  and  cm  a  bill  first  m  1957,  according  to 
the  U.S.  Treasury  Department.  Congress  approved  "In  God  We 
Trust"  as  the  nation^  motto  in  1956.  In  20(fi,  Newdow  argued 
before  the  Supreme  Court  that  the  phrase  "under  God"  should 
be  removed  from  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance.  The  high  court  ruled 
Newdow  did  not  have  standing  in  the  case,  therwy  leaving  the 
pledge  intact.  Other  plaintiffs  have  joined  die  physician-tumed- 
lawyer  in  refiling  a  suit  against  die  pledge,  and  dtey  are  await¬ 
ing  a  decision  fr^  a  federal  judge  m  Sacr^ento,  according  to 
The  Bee.  Newdow  also  challenged  the  prayer  in  Presi^nt 
Bush's  inauguration  in  January,  but  die  late  Wuliam  Rehnquist, 
then  the  chief  justice,  rejected  his  emergency  appeal  from  a 
lower  court,  which  had  denied  his  request 


To  facilitate  the  main  cam¬ 
pus  courses,  the  John  T. 
Christian  Library,  the  presi¬ 
dent's  office  ana  m«my  other 
campus  offices  will  open  in 
January.  While  student  housing 
will  not  be  available,  on-cam- 
pus  housing  will  be  available  to 
staff  members  who  return. 

Because  students  remain  scat¬ 
tered  throughout  the  country, 
NOBTS  will  continue  to  offer  an 
extensive  schedule  of  online 
courses  and  threaded  discussion 
courses.  One-week  academic 
workshops  will  be  held  in  seven 
different  locations  in  January, 
February,  March  and  April;  the 
locations  include  Atlanta; 
Birmingham,  Ala.;  Jacksonville, 
Fla.;  and  Orlando,  Fla. 

"It  is  an  unbelievable  task 
for  our  faculty,  who  are  located 
all  over  the  Southeast  and 
Southwest,  to  be  able  to  come 
together  and  develop  this 
schedule,"  Steve  Lemke, 
NOBTS  provost,  said.  "The 
leadership  of  the  deans  and 
division  chairs  has  been  crucial 
in  making  this  task  possible." 
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on-campus  January 
fii 


Jan.  18,  most  on-campus  and 
extension  center  classes  will 
begin  Jan.  23.  On-campus  class¬ 
es  will  be  offered  on  Mondays, 
Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  Fridays 
and  Saturdays.  Most  courses 
meet  one  day  a  week  in  two-  or 
three-hour  blocks.  Many  stu¬ 
dents  will  be  able  to  take  a  full¬ 
time  course  load  by  commuting 
to  campus  only  one  or  two  days 
each  week. 

More  than  30  graduate  cours¬ 
es  and  10  undergraduate  courses 
will  be  offered  in  New  Orlecins. 


As  the 

courses  offer  the  First  taste  of 
normalcy  for  the  NOBTS  facul¬ 
ty,  Kelley  continued  to  praise 
the  professors'  work  after  the 
storm,  noting  that  their  flexibil¬ 
ity  helped  the  seminary 
through  this  difficult  time. 

Kelley  said  the  seminary  is 
on  tracK  to  open  some  on- 
campus  student  housing  units 
as  early  as  April. 

In  May,  Kelley  said,  sum¬ 
mer  workshops  also  will 
return  to  the  New  Orleans 
campus.  Workshops  will  be 
held  on  campus  in  May,  June, 
July  and  August.  In  August, 
he  said,  the  campus  will 
resume  normal  operations. 

Complete  spring  classes 
schedules  are  available  online 
at  www.nobts.edu. 


Looking  back 


A  five-year  plan  known  as  Celebrate  Jesus  2000,  designed  to  share 
the  Gospel  with  every  household  in  America,  is  being  developed  by 
the  SBC's  Home  Mission  Board  in  Atlanta. 


First  Church,  Yazoo  City,  inaugurates  its  new  30-rank  pipe  organ 
with  a  dedication  recital  by  William  E.  Gray  Jr.  of  Waynesboro,  who 
designed  the  organ  for  the  church  while  employed  by  M.  P.  Moeller 
Pipe  Organ  Co.  of  Maryland. 


the 


Calvary  Church,  Jackson,  leads  the  state  in  total  gifts  to 
Cooperative  Program  with  contributions  of  $60,446.59  in  1954-55. 
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when  it  was  so  hot  and  muggy 
and  we  had  no  puwer  and 
some  other  provisions;  I  was  so 
grateful  that  the  storm  was  not 
rollowed  by  more  wind  and 
water.  Beyond  just  the  condi¬ 
tions  that  came  our  way,  I  have 
been  blessed,  encouraged,  chal¬ 
lenged,  and  thrilled  to  see  so 
many  of  our  pastors,  staff, 
church  members,  and  folks 
who  have  come  to  know  the 
Lord  realize  that  through  the 
conditions  c^  the  storm  God 
has  made^flimself  known  and 
opportunities  that  were  never 
before  even  seen  have  become 
realities.  God  is  good  and  we 
can  be  thankful. 

You  may  be  reading  this 
while  in  the  midst  of  your  own 
personal  dilemma  of  life  and 
wondering  how  you  can  give 
thanks  in  all  things.  Today  trust 
God  and  look  at  your  circum¬ 
stances  with  the  full  knowledge 
that  He  loves  you  and  that  He  is 
able  to  bring  about  good  even 
out  of  the  worst  of  conditions. 
Surrender  your  life  to  His  will, 
watch,  see  His  hand  at  work, 
and  then  give  thanks! 


I  Am  So  Thankful 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


great  leader  and  transcends  all  that  we  are  an  unusually  Finally,  in  light  of  the  last 
races,  denominations,  political  blessed  people  here  in  America,  three  months  here  in 
parties,  and  personal  prefer-  We  pause  to  pray  realizing  that  Mississippi,  I  just  want  to  say 
ences.  Even  the  ACLU  has  diffi-  our  greater  problem  will  be  our  how  thankful  I  am  that  there 
culty  attacking  Thanksgiving  tendency  to  overeat  more  than  are  fewer  storm  days  through- 
Day  because  while  God  may  be  the  problem  of  dying  himgry.  out  the  year  than  there  are 
implied  in  our  giving  of  thanks.  Now  honestly  I  am  not  try-  wonderful  sun  shiny  days, 
they  have  a  hard  time  making  ing  to  increase  our  load  of  guilt  Katrina  dealt  a  deadly  and  dev- 
Him  a  target  to  criticize.  on  top  of  our  load  of  over  astating  blow  to  our  country. 

The  Apostle  Paul  gives  us  indulgence,  but  it  is  a  good  Months  passed  her  arrival  we 
instruction  on  our  giving  of  thing  to  recognize  the  incredi-  are  still  aealing  with  her  chaos, 
thanks  in  1  Thessalonians  5:18.  ble  far-reaching  blessings  of  By  the  same  token  I  must  put  in 
"In  everything  give  thanks  for  food  and  nourishment  that  God  perspective  the  reality  that  in 
this  is  the  will  of  God  in  Christ  has  provided  for  us.  I  am  aware  history  there  has  never  been  a 
Jesus  concerning  you."  His  that  some  people  do  not  have  storm  like  this  before, 
word  to  us  is  clear  and  concise,  the  finest  of  nourishment  and  Generations  after  generation  of 
We  are  to  be  thankful  all  of  the  may  not  have  all  of  the  food  coastal  livers  have  enjoyed  the 
time  about  everything.  How  they  would  desire,  but  many  of  weather,  the  balmy  breezes, 
can  you  do  that?  If  we  look  to  our  poor  in  America  live  and  and  the  year  around  good  cli- 
the  Lord  and  seek  His  guidance  eat  better  than  those  who  are  mate  without  a  Katrina.  God  is 
in  all  things  even  the  thmgs  that  considered  to  be  well  off  in  good!  He  provides  for  us 
don't  look  good  and  the  things  some  countries  of  the  world.  warmth  ana  water,  growing 
that  are  absolutely  bad  He  can  The  second  thing  for  which  I  seasons  and  wintertime.  Even 
transform  into  something  good,  am  thankful  is  wrme  many  in  in  the  days  following  Katrina 
In  a  sense  Paul  is  telling  us  to  America  have  chosen  to  get  alxir- 
keep  our  eyes  open  and  on  the  tions  many  more  have  oiosen  to 
Lord  to  see  what  good  He  bring  a  life  into  this  world. 

doing  in  every  situation.  Abortion  and  its  sanction  as  a 

So  the  Christian  does  not  just  legal  right  in  America  is  a  terrible 
focus  on  the  problems  but  on  the  thmg.  ^mewhere  over  one  and  a 
God  who  can  handle  aU  of  our  half  million  abortions  that  we 
problems.  In  light  of  the  admo-  know  about  take  place  every  year 
nition  of  scripture,  1  join  with  the  in  America.  That  number  st^ds  ' 

Apostle  Paul  in  giving  thanks  as  a  terrible  testimony  against  the 
for  all  things  even  though  some  moral  condition  of  our  nation.  ^ 

things  do  not  look  so  good.  Let  But  the  other  side  of  that  picture  ' 

me  share  with  you  some  of  the  is  that  somewhere  between  four  ^ 

things  for  which  I  am  thankful.  and  a  half  to  five  million  babies  j 

For  one,  I  am  thankful  that  come  to  live  with  us  here  in  ■  ■;  - 

we  live  in  a  land  where  being  America.  Some  of  them  are  bom 
overweight  is  a  far  greater  prob-  as  wanted,  planned  for,  and  cher-  ■'  ^ 

lem  than  starvation.  1  am  keenly  ished  human  beings.  Others  of  ^ 

aware  of  the  fact  that  obesity  is  a  them  may  not  have  been  planned  ^ 

problem  and  it  contributes  to  so  for,  the  parents  may  be  in  a 

many  other  medical  problems,  dilemma  as  to  what  to  do  to  care  ,  .f  ”  .a 

but  I  am  also  aware  of  the  fact  for  their  needs,  and  yet  they  are  ■  '  W  '  j/A 

that  starvation  and  malnutrition  wiUing  to  say,  "We  will  make  a  ^ 

have  their  accompanying  ail-  way."  Many  of  them  are  confi- 

ments  also.  If  I  had  a  ^oice  dent  that  God  will  provide  a  way.  ~ 

between  battling  an  enlarging  While  we  cannot  and  must  not  ■ 

waistline  or  fighting  to  find  a  lose  sight  of  the  wrong  that  has  -  ^  |  M 

morsel  of  food  to  sustain  me  for  been  done  and  the  disaster  that  V  I  \  N  P 

the  next  few  hours,  1  would  take  abortion  has  inflicted  on  our  |  1  S 

the  bounty.  As  we  pause  to  country,  at  the  same  time  we 

thank  God  for  our  Thanksgiving  need  to  celebrate  life  as  a  renew-  Wm  '  ^ 

meal,  1  am  mindful  of  the  fact  ed  touch  from  God  among  us. 


Christ 


Requests  the  - 

Honor  of 
;  Your 
V  Presence 

W  in  Heaven 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  facKson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


<ly  share  the  following  prayer 
God  in  your  own  loords: 


1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  1  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 


2.  1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eter¬ 
nal  death.  T/  repent.) 

3.  1  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to  forgive 
my  sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  1  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  1  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name." 
(John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
fesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiri¬ 
tual  guidance. 


Carpenter  Biu  Sales,  tie  exclusive  Bua  Provider  for 
UfeWay  Cburch  Buma,  not  only  sells  buses.. .we  keep 
up  with  safe^  issues,  legislation,  regulations  and 
insurance  considerations... 
eo  you  can  make  an  uiformed  purcbate! 


NlllKTnnilBMllU»lfl)Unar  Htf  OKNOBffNKNklKUOHMWnQIWIlf  WWr  wemnurCSlflE 
tlMipiflGNiiauin  mMKIMMGONm  axawmHinrGnGSOMIlMS  oBOHaMEEMfiBW 
nmiaiEWNpe  mnnasDalOCaKH)  mmisawDONNDIlM^^  oanaDOUUSCUMW 
■OMnusiMIEtMiGON  mriBOK  oamJIWniaaMMlIIllIMKMtsOI^^ 

IuuEjBmJ  itaBiioMtwiiAANcmK  Nvnuxom  m  iii  m  >ilii4P  wj—t— Wi— ,  /ijfcfiSSw 
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DO  THE  MATH 


These  arguments  were  used 
for  both  liquor  and  gambling. 

TTiey  could  used  for  legaliz¬ 
ing  drugs,  prostitution,  or  any 

other  vice  —  and  likely  will  be.  1  thank  you  for  so  boldly 

addressing  tra  gambling  issue.  1 
Ric  Cochran  am  very  disappointed  in  the  sen- 

Brandon  ators  and  representatives  that 

you  named  m  the  October  27 
issue  (who  voted  for  land-based 
gambling).  Those  18  Baptists  are 
me  ones  who  let  the  casinos 
expand  their  territory.  N/W  math 
Editor:  tells  me  that  had  these  10  repre¬ 

sentatives  and  eight  senators, 
1  was  saddened  by  your  edi-  who  claim  to  be  Baptist,  voted 
torial  (Ashamed  of  themselves?  against  the  bill  it  would  have 
Not  likely,  October  27).  1  share  failed  W  50-63  in  the  House  and 
your  concern  about  gambling  by  21-29  in  the  Senate, 
m  Mississippi.  1  have  friends  My  prayer  is  that  these  18 
whose  lives  nave  been  wrecked  Baptists  will  see  you  as  their 
relocation  were  an  eye-opener  by  their  addiction  to  gambling.  Nathan,  who  was  sent  to  minister 
for  me.  I,  a  Rankin  County  1  Know  that  you  conscientious-  to  King  David  (2  Samuel  12). 
Republican  and  Mississippi  ly  oppose  anything  that  might  These  18  B^tists  may  have  had 
Baptist,  expected  (Represent-  expand  the  gamblmg  industry  sud\  little  fmth  that  they  don't 
ative)  John  Moore  and  (^nator)  in  our  state.  So  do  1.  believe  God  can  bless  Mississippi 

Dean  Kirby,  both  Republican  Nevertheless,  it  seems  to  me  without  us  holding  hands  with 
Mississippi  Baptists,  to  vote  that  you  came  close  to  violating  Satan.  I  live  in  Greenville,  and  I 
against  relocation.  I  was  your  paper's  own  guidelines  see  and  hear  so  many  local  stories 
shocked  and  disappointed.  for  letters  to  the  editor  which,  of  lives  and  families  ruined  by 

1  confess  that  I  was  surprised  wisely,  prohibit  personal  the  casinos  here, 

at  the  number  of  Democrats  vot-  attacks.  You  impugned  the  Keep  up  the  good  work, 
ing  against  the  relocation.  1  integrity  of  people  who  dis- 
applaud  them!  I  took  certain  agree  with  you  on  this  impor- 
labels  at  face  value.  I  wiU  now  tant  issue,  and  indirectly  you 
cast  a  wider  net.  We  should  hold  implicated  the  churches  where 
elected  leaders  accountable  with  they  hold  membership, 
our  votes,  especially  when  they  This  was  a  difficult  issue.  The 
vote  counter  to  our  Vcilues.  only  two  lawmakers  that  1  know  hAPFY  CAMPER 

I  applaud  you  for  pointing  out  personally  on  your  list  of  those 

Governor  Barbour's  disappoint-  you  say  should  be  ashamed  are 

ing  ^ure  to  live  up  to  assur-  Greg  Snowden  and  Ed  Morgan.  1  Editor: 

ances  he  gave  us  when  he  needed  do  not  believe  that  eiffier  of  them  I  am  a  happy  camper  when  1 

our  votes.  He  will  never  get  my  would  vote  in  violation  of  his  witness  Christi;an  leadership 
vote  again  on  ffie  state  or  nation-  conscience.  It  is  simply  not  fair  to  communicating  biblical  trutn 
al  level.  Lest  anyone  blameyou,  1  say  that  allowing  me  casinos  to  and  principle  with  courage  and 
decided  ffiis  as  soon  as  he  b^an  move  inland  800  feet  is  the  same  specificity.  May  I  express  a 
signalirg  where  he  stood  on  relo-  as  allowing  gamblers  to  ccmtinue  '  trinity"  of  praise! 
cation  to  ffie  Legislature.  their  relentless  northward  creep  First,  Mr.  Editor:  Thank  you 

Supporting  casinos  on  the  through  our  state.  for  ffie  manner  in  which  you 

basis  of  jobs  is  like  supporting  a  1  pray  that  we  Ccm  all  work  revealed  ffie  voting  records  of 
brothel  Decause  people  in  town  harder  to  bring  civility  back  to  our  our  Mississippi  senators  and 
need  ffie  work.  You  can  use  ffie  discussion  of  issues  ffiat  divide  representatives  on  House  Bill  45 
same  arguments  to  support  any  citizens,  and  yes,  ffiat  divide  (for  or  gainst  lemd-based  gam- 
vice:  1)  People  are  doing  it  any-  Baptist  Christians  as  well  as  other  bling).  Inank  you  for  letting  ffie 
way.  2)  Since  people  are  doing  it  broffiers  and  sisters  in  Christ.  chips  fall  where  they  may. 
anyway,  we  might  as  well  legal-  Second,  Jim  Futral:  Thank 

ize  and  tax  it.  3)  It  will  create  Dick  Allison  you  for  your  candid,  propheti- 

jobs  and  the  taxes  will  help  chil-  Hattiesburg  cal,  and  forthright  article  enti¬ 

tled,  Welcome  to  Barbourville. 
Thank  you  for  ffie  deliberate 
way  you  accentuated  ffie  posi¬ 
tive  right  and  underscored  ffie 
negative  wrong.  Thank  you  for 
stating  high  standards  of  wis¬ 
dom  and  common  sense  which, 
unfortunately,  too  few  choose 
to  embrace. 

Third,  Jimmy  Porter:  Thank 


ENDLESS  PROMISES  ^  them,  the  vote  would  have 

gone  the  other  way.  Maybe  we 
Editor:  should  encourage  Baptists  to 

Please  continue  your  opposi-  stick  together  more, 
tion  to  extending  gamblmg  in  1  know  we  are  free-willed 
your  state.  In  my  area  of  people  and  I  wouldn't  have  it 
Atlantic  City,  N.J.,  ffie  endless  any  other  way,  but  we  might 
promises  made  by  ffie  gam-  get  things  a  little  more  biblical 
bling  industry  never  have  been  if  we  were  more  committed, 
realized.  Instead,  we  have  had  Keep  up  ffie  good  work! 
ffie  extension  of  crime,  drugs, 

corruption,  and  proshtution.  Jenelle  Chrestman 

Bruce 

A.E.  Lear 
Atlantic  City,  N.J. 

SUPPORTING  VICE 


Editor: 


SADDENED 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 


STICK  TOGETHER 


Editor: 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be 
printed.  No  multi-copy  or  form 
letters  will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special 
instances,  name  may  be  withheld 
at  writer's  request  and  editor's  dis¬ 
cretion. 


Paul  Heruy 
Greenville 


Please  include  the  name  of 
cooperating  Mississippi  Baptist 
church  where  correspondent  is  a 
member.  (Mississippi  Baptists' 
letters  will  receive  priority  when 
space  is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain  \ 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the 
editor  do  not  necessarily  reflect 
the  views  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from 
any  individual  will  be  printed 
during  a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


GOD  IN  CONTROL 


►  W.  KESSLER  LTD. 

ncsans 

THE  BEST  OE  BROADWAY 


BAPTISTS 


www.kesslerfaroadway.com 
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1 .  Baby  Dedication,  Homewood  Church,  Homewood 


% 


2.  Operation  Christn^as  Child,  Stanton  Church,  Natchez 


3.  Ordination  of  Windham,  Crossroads  Church,  Petal 


■  'V''" 


4.  WMU  Grandmother  Recognition,  Itawamba  Association 


1.  Homewood  Church,  Home- 
wood,  recently  held  a  baby 
dedication.  Shown  are  the 
participants. 

2.  Stanton  Church,  Natchez, 
collected  53  shoeboxes  for 
Operation  Christmas  Child. 
Shown  are  the  GAs,  RAs, 
Acteens,  and  Mission 
Friends  who  participated. 

3.  Crossroads  Church,  Petal, 
ordained  Jimmie  Windham 
as  their  new  pastor  Aug.  14.  j 
Shown  are  Bob  Robinson, 
Windham,  and  Marion 
Yonce. 

4.  Itawamba  Association  rec¬ 
ognized  their  associational 
WMU  Grandmother  at 
their  fall  meeting.  Shown 
are  Kay  Graham,  IBA 
WMU  director,  Louise 
Grimes  (56  consecutive 
years  in  WMU),  and  Marc 
Howard,  AMD. 

5.  Reeds  Chapel  Church, 
Stewart,  ordained  Hm 
Mitchell,  Jerry  Mitchell, 
and  Ray  Reed  as  deacons. 
Shown  are  pastor  Johnny 
Lollar,  Hm  Mitchell,  Jerry 
Mitchell,  and  Reed. 

6.  The  youth  of  Pleasant  Hill 
Church,  New  Albany,  held 
a  baked  potato  lunch  as  a 
fund  raiser.  For  raising  over 
$1,000,  youth  pastor  Mike 
Morton  dressed  as  a  potato 
for  Sunday  night  services. 

7.  Ackerman  Church,  Acker¬ 
man,  honors  its  Misson 
Friends.  Shown  are  the  chil¬ 
dren  taking  a  fruit  basket  to 
a  shut-in. 

8.  Hebron  Church,  Clay 
County,  will  have  a  pastor  s 
benefit  supper  and  bazaar 
Dec.  3,  5:30  p.m.,  including 
a  spaghetti  supper,  home¬ 
made  crafts,  and  music  with 
Sacred  Heart  and  The 
Watsons.  Tickets,  $5,  or  a 
love  offering.  Call  (601)  494- 
7513  for  information. 

9.  New  Hope  Church, 
Foxworth,  will  host  Matt 
Williams,  foreign  mission¬ 
ary,  Dec.  7,  6:30  p.m. 
Supper  at  5:30  p.m. 

10.  Aleoma  Church,  Algoma, 
win  host  their  14th  annual 
drive-through  Nativity 
Dec.  9-10,  6-9  p.m.  There  is 
no  charge. 

11.  Immanuel  Church,  Green¬ 
wood,  has  moved  to  its  new 
location  at  916  Medallion 
Drive.  Tommy  Williams  was 
voted  on  by  die  church  to 
come  as  pastor. 

12.  C^vary  Church,  Saratoga, 
is  sponsoring  a  rummage 
sale  3, 6  a.m.,  with  pro¬ 
ceeds  going  toward  the 
building  fund. 


5.  Deacon  Ordination,  Reeds  Chapel  Church,  Stewart 


o 


A 


'  \ 


E-S, 


6.  Youth  Potato  Luncheon,  Pleasant  Hill  Church,  New  Albany 


7.  Mission  Friends  Honored,  Ackerman  Church,  Ackerman 


I 


Thanl 
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13.  Shown  is  the  first  gradua- 

iJjf jMj||||»-'*-|^^w^^M.^^^— Church,  Vaid^,  is  shown 

dedicating  340  shoe  boxes 

^H^PHpipigSpi'MMPil^^lHMlIlllll^fllll^^^D  HUed  with  toys,  school  sup- 

^  plies,  and  personal  items 

donated  by  the  church 

13.  Graduation,  Christian  Women's  Job  Corps,  Simpson  County  Christmas  Child. 

15.  Kirkville  Church,  Ita- 

-  ---''^: '.  wamba  Association,  kicked 

off  its  Margaret  Lackey 

.--■  ~''' :-.  -  ^  '--  State  Missions  Offermg 

V  Sept.  25.  Shown  are  Carlene 

:«  '  V.  I  ^rmf'-ii  SpW  lUrkviUe,  Kay 

H|B|i|||l  V  cfr^diam,  Louise  Grimes  (as 

Margaret  Lackey),  and 
Jackey  Laney,  pastor. 

16.  Cherry 
Pontotoc 

recently  Jonathan 

Coker  Shown 

are  Coker,  Amanda 
Rex 

17. 

Valley,  ordained  Laramie 
Minga  to  the  ministry  Oct. 
30.  Shown  are  James 
Edwards,  pastor,  and  Minga. 

18.  Moak's  Creek  Church, 
Summit,  celebrated  its  135th 
homecoming  Oct.  30  Shown 
are  Michael  Alexander  and 
Larry  Holmes. 

I 

19.  Fellowship  Chiuxh,  Stark- 
ville,  recently  ordained 
George  (Dink)  (jBrian,  Jr.,  as 
a  deacon.  Shown  are  pastor 
Dustin  Stockstill,  O  Dricm, 
and  Denise  O'Brian. 


17.  Deacon  Ordination,  Bethel  Church,  Water  Valley 


18.  Steeple  Dedication,  Moak's  Creek  Church,  Moak's  Creek 


14.  Operation  Christmas  Child,  Vaiden  Church,  Vaiden 


20.  The  Itawamba  Association 
held  its  WMU  Fall 
Conference  at  New  Home 
Church,  focusing  on  Christ 
Followers  Involved  in 
Disaster  Relief.  Shown  are 
Jane  Bums,  Evelyn 
Williams,  Kay  Graham, 
Brenda  Jones,  Mthy  Bums, 
and  Mike  Thom. 


19.  Deacon  Ordination,  Fellowship  Church,  Starkville 


15.  Margaret  Uckey  Kickoff,  Kirkville  Church,  Itawamba  Assn 


21.  First  Church,  Jackson,  is 
Reflections  on  a 
a  gathering  to 
:ed  friends  and 


^onsonng 
Celebration, 
honor  departc 
loved  ones,  Dec.  13,  6  p.m., 
in  the  church  chapel. 

22.  The  RAs  and  GAs  of  North 
Carrollton  Church,  North 
Carrollton,  will  have  a 
bake  sale  Dec.  3,  1-4  p.m., 
with  proceeds  going 
toward  the  Lottie'  Moon 
Christmas  Offering. 


20.  WMU  Fall  Conference  Attendees,  Itawamba  Association 


16.  Deacon  Ordination,  Cherry  Creek  Church,  Pontotoc  Assn 


P  ^ 

l-JK— 

iMs 

By  Charles  Marx,  1932  -  2004 
copyrighted  2005 


LSO  AP  XLBO  YT  YAPF 


LEE,  BQ  LSJ  FLS  HBEE 
NTFP  LQYPW  FP,  EPY  ABF 
OPSJ  ABFXPEQ,  LSO  YLDP 
ZU  ABX  NWTXX  OLBEJ, 


23.  East  McComb  Church, 
McComb,  wiU  change  its 
name  to  New  Heights 
Church,  and  is  moving 
from  its  present  location 
on  Pearl  River  Avenue, 
McComb,  to  Highway  98 
west  of  Summit  Dec.  4. 
The  church's  final  home¬ 
coming  will  be  Nov.  27, 10 
a.m.-noon. 

24.  Bellevue  Church, 

Pontotoc  Association, 
recently  ordained  Brett 
Landon  Williams  to  the 


..id 

f'  '1 

L 

1 

i 

24.  Deacon  Ordination,  E 

lellevue  Church,  Pontotoc  Association 

25.  Missions  Goal  Exceeded, 
Liberty  Church,  Lil^rty 


gospel  ministry.  Shown  25.  Liberty  Church,  Liberty, 
are  Tommy  Inmoh,  pastor,  received  $2,587.35, 

Don  Wilson,  Williams,  exceeding  a  missions 

and  Lee  Graham.  offering  goal  of  $2,000. 


Shown  are  James  Sadler, 
pastor,  and  Betty  Duck, 
WMU  director. 


LSO  QTEETH  FP. 

EZDP  SBSP:  YHPSY)-YAWPP 
Clue:  X  =  S 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  artd  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Romans  Eight:  Eleven. 


College  News 


For  The  "Right  Deal" 
On  A  Church  Bus 
Call  Bill  Clark 
'  601-992-4149 

601-750-2364 


RitoWtU  Bus  Sales 


Mississ^pi 

College 


1.  Robert  and  Rebecca  Watson,  of  Watson 
Ford,  Inc.,  are  honored  at  the  ribbon 
cutting  ceremony  Oct.  20  for  the  nam¬ 
ing  or  the  Watson  Cross  Country 
Course  on  the  Mississippi  College 
Choctaw  Trails  property.  Shown  are 
Robert  Watson,  Rebecca  Watson,  and 
president  Lee  Royce. 

2.  The  Mississippi  College  Department 
of  Music  will  present  the  20th  Annual 
Festival  of  Lijghts,  which  will  be 
December  1-3.  The  program  begins  at 
7:30  p.m.  in  Provine  Chapel  on  the 
campus  of  Mississippi  College.  For  the 
20th  anniversary,  more  than  600  alum¬ 
ni  of  the  choir  have  been  invited  to 
return  for  this  year's  armiversary  con¬ 
cert  weekend.  Tickets  are  $10  for 
adults,  $5  for  students,  and  may  be 
purchased  at  the  door  or  in  the  MC 
music  office.  Proceeds  from  ticket  sales 
will  assist  the  choir  with  expenses  for 
their  concert  engagement  in  Carnegie 


Watsons  Honored,  WCC 

Hall  in  ‘April  2006.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  please  call  the  MC  music  office  at 
(601)  925-3440. 

3.  The  Mississippi  College  Career  Services 
Center  is  gearing  up  for  its  tenth  annual 
MC  Career  Day  on  February  7,  2006, 
11:00  a.m.  Career  Day  is  open  to  all 
employers  from  mainstream  businesses, 
school  districts,  and  healthcare  providers, 
looking  for  top  quality  employees,  as 


well  as  CTaduate  proCTams  recruiting  stu¬ 
dents.  V^it  the  Emmoyer  section  of  the 
website  at  http://www.mc.edu/career 
to  register  on-lme  to  attend  Career  Day 
2006.  For  more  information  on  MC 
Career  Day,  contact  the  Ccueer  Services 
Center  at  (601)  925-2901  or  email  at 
nybeig@mc.edu. 

4.  Blue  Mountain  College  is  now  offer¬ 
ing  an  intensive  term  in  between  the 
fall  and  spring  semesters,  January  2-6. 
The  J-Term  offers  students  the  oppor- 
tuni^  to  earn  academic  credit  m  an 
accelerated  forum  in  which  classes 
meet  seven  hours  a  day  for  five  days. 
Registration  for  J-Term  is  Nov.  28-Dec. 
2.  For  more  information,  contact  the 
Office  of  Admissions  at  800.235.0136  or 
visit  www.bmc.edu. 


TERM 


BLUE  MOUNTAIN  COLLEGE 


What  Can  You  Acconiplisli  Drafting  A  Christian  WilP 


In  the  world  of  estate  planning,  research  has  repeatedly  shown  tftat 
I  instabifity  caused  by  the  lack  of  a  valid  Last  Will  and  Testament  forces  as 
many  as  8  out  of  10  Christiarrs  to  miss  the  mark  of  Christian  stewardship  and 
to  leave  a  legacy  that  they  never  intended.  Treasured  personal  possessions 
are  distributed  according  to  impersonal  laws  and  statutes.  Targets  that  can 
be  accurately  hit  or  realized  with  a  skillfully  drafted  Will  include; 

•  Controlling  your  property  including  its  management  accumulation,  and 

distribution.  / 

•  Allowing  you  to  leave  explicit  instructions  for  the  care  of  your  loved 
ones  irK:luding  protective  trusts  for  your  surviving  spouse,  parents, 
young  children,  disadvantaged  children,  adult  children,  or  grandchildren. 

•  Providing  federal  estate  tax  planning  and  perpetuating  your  lifetime 
giving  patterns  by  supporting  your  designated  charitable  organizations 
in  perpetuity. 

If  you  want  to  make  certain  that  you  hit  the  mark  of  Christian  , 
stewardship  by  drafting  a  Christian  Will,  a  Durable  Power  of 
Attorney,  or  a  Health  Care  Directives  of  Attorney,  give  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  a  call. 

()MBF 
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The  BAfTTST  Record 


Staff  Change 


Dan  Boone  has  resigned  as 

Eastor  of  First  (%urch, 
ouisville,  to  enter  full-time 
evangelism,  effective  Nov. 
13.  Boone  can  be  contacted  at 
28620  North  Main  St., 
D^hne,  AL,  36526.  Phone 
(251)  626-0853. 


Boone 


I _  Cherry  Creek  Church,  Wiggi 

Pontotoc,  has  called  Toiiuny  - 

Wiggins  as  minister  of  music  and  youth. 


Health  Insurance  Too  Expensive? 

Call  our  toll  free  quote  line  today...  we  can  help! 

Major  hospital  &  surgical  plan,  low  rates!  Helps  pay  benefits  for 
hospital  room.  Intensive  care,  surgery.  Optional:  Doctor's  office 
visits,  prescription  drugs. 

Hutton  Insurance 

P.O.  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047 


(877)232.0686 
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White  Crosses  Represent  Fifty  Million  American  Babies 


Yancey 


By  Lee  Yancey 

We  are 

approaching  the 
33rd  anniversary 
of  the  Roe  ys.  Waae 
Supreme  Court 

decision.  Mired  in 
controversy.  Roe 
holds  that  a  woman  has  a  consti¬ 
tutionally  protected  right  to 
choose  abortion  in  the  early 
stages  of  pregnancy.  After  thirty- 
three  years,  let  us  reflect  on  the 
fifty  million  babies  whose  hearts 
were  beating  but  who  were  vio¬ 
lently  denied  the  chance  to  take 
their  first  breath.  Fifty  million 
children  are  alive  today  in  the 
presence  of  Almighty  Gcxl.  Even 
as  God  knew  Jeremiah  before  He 
created  him  in  his  mother's 
womb,  God  knew  each  of  these 
fifty  million  innocents,  p)ersonal- 
ly  and  intimately.  Even  as  Gcxl 
had  a  purpose  for  Jeremiah's  life 
before  he  was  bom,  Gcxl  had  a 
purpose  for  each  of  these  pre¬ 
cious  infants.  King  David  said  in 


Psalm  139:13-14,  "For 
you  formed  my  inward 
parts;  You  wove  me  in 
my  mother's  womb.  I 
will  give  thanks  to  you 
for  1  am  fearfully  and 
wonderfully  macle." 

Clearly,  God,  the 
giver  of  life,  is  grieved 
over  the  taking  of  inno¬ 
cent  life.  The  legaliza¬ 
tion  of  abortion  has 
been  a  disgrace  to  our 
nation  for  thirty-three 
years  now.  How  nave  we  become 
a  nation  whose  motto  is  "Save  the 
trees  and  kill  the  children?"  How 
can  we  keep  silent  when  ten 
abortions  are  performed  every 
day  in  Mississippi?  Thankfully, 
we  are  making  progr^  as  a  state 
and  as  a  nation.  Mississippi  is 
now  the  most  prolife  state  in  the 
union.  Over  the  past  ten  years,  at 
least  fifteen  laws  restricting  abor¬ 
tion  have  been  passed  by  prolife 
legislators  and  governors,  both 
Republicans  ancl  Democrats.  In 
2000,  Mississippi  had  four  abor¬ 


tion  clinics;  today 
there  is  only  one. 
Nationally,  the 
number  of  abor- 
hons  has  been 
declining  for  the  last 
ten  years.  In  2000,  a 
total  of  1.31  million 
pregnancies  ended 
m  abortion,  down 
from  a  high  of  1.61 
million  in  1990. 

President  Bush 
has  now  appoint¬ 
ed  Judge  Samuel  Alito  to  be 
the  next  Supreme  Court 
Justice  replacing  the  retiring 
Justice  Sandra  Day  O'Connor. 
Justice  Alito,  if  confirmed, 
may  prove  to  be  the  deciding 
vote  that  overturns  Roe  vs. 
Wade.  If  that  happens,  Miss¬ 
issippi  and  all  other  states  will 
decide  for  themselves  whether 
or  not  to  keep  abortion  legal  or 
to  ban  abortion  from  its  bor¬ 
ders.  I  believe  Mississippi  may 
be  the  first  abortion-free  state 
if  Roe  is  overturned. 


In  order  to  proclaim  our  mes¬ 


I  prc 
life 


sage  that  all  life  is  precious  to 
G^,  will  you  join  churches 
across  thejstate  of  Mississippi  by 
creating  a|display  of  white  cross¬ 
es  somewhere  on  your  church 
property?  Since  there  have  been 
fifty  million  innocents  lost  to 
abortion  since  1973,  we  are  ask¬ 
ing  that  you  display  fifty  crosses, 
January  14-22, 2006;  one  cross  for 
every  million  babies.  Each 
church  is  asked  to  construct  and 
paint  their  own  crosses  and  to 
videotape  your  church  members 
and  churcn  sign  as  you  place 
them  in  the  ground.  Send  a  copy 
of  the  videotape  to  the  Christian 
Action  Commission  so  that  we 
can  edit  it  with  footage  from 
other  churches  and  present  an 
encouraging  pro-life  video  to  the 
2006  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention. 

Another  pro-life  event  is  hap¬ 
pening  in  January  as  well.  On 
Thursday,  January  19,  2006,  the 
Christian  Action  Commission 
invites  you  to  participate  in  a 


Pro-Life  Conference.  Our  special 
guest  will  be  Peter  A.  Samuelson, 
Esq.,  President  of  Americans 
Umted  for  Life  (ALIL).  The  con-' 
fenence  will  be  held  at  the  Baptist 
Building  and  conferences  will 
take  place  at  1:00  p.m.,  2:30  p.m., 
banquet  at  6:30  p.m.,  and  confer¬ 
ence  at  7:00  p.m.  The  topics  that 
will  be  covert  are  issues  that  the 
Mississippi  Legislature  will  be 
addressmg  in  2006:  Euthanasia, 
in  vitro  Fertilization,  Cloning, 
and  Destructive  Embryo 
Research.  Cost  for  the  banquet  is 
$10  per  person.  You  can  obtain 
further  information  by  calling 
Rita  Wood  at  (601)  292-3329  or  by 
logging  on  to  www.christianac- 
tion.com.  Please  RSVP  by 
Thursday,  January  12,  2006. 
Thank  you  for  tal^g  a  stand. 
Pray  with  me  that  we  can  see  the 
end  of  legalized  abortion. 

Yancey  is  a  consultant  with  the 
Christian  Action  Commission.  He 
can  be  reached  at  lyancey@chris- 
tianaction.com. 


Hearina  is  Believin 


'  Sourcf 


For  a  FREE  consultation  call 

Jackson  1-800-844-1200  or  Hattiesburg  1-800-844-5821 
or  go  online  at  www.audioservices.org 

fessional  Sound  A 

cFi/ScFiool/ Commercial 


music,  wFio  is  interested  in  teaching 
adults  and  children  enjoyment  of  church 
music  as  well  as  wonderful  songs.  Faith 
is  located  on  the  corner  of  Northside  and 
Manhattan  in  North  jackson.  For  more 
information,  call  Sammy  NicFrolson  at 
(601)368-2983. 

MINISTER  OF  YOUTH:  GOSS 

BAPTIST  CHURCH,  near  Columbia, 
Miss.,  is  seeking  part-time/bi-vocation- 
al  minister  of  youth.  Please  send 
resumes  to  Goss  Baptist  Church,  attn: 
Donovan  McComb  at  718  Broad 
Street,  Columbia,  MS  39429  or  contact 


No  Job  too  big  or  too  small 


Complete  satisfaction 
is  guaranteed 


To«.tm  Hkphoot:  1.nS.W0.«l61 
>n>o#mtpl«Hc.coni 


BAPTISTS 


him  at  (601)  444-0000 


FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH  GATLINBURG  GETAWAY:  2  BR/2  bath, 

INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call  full  kitchen.  Walking  distance  to  park- 

(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega  way,  $65/nite.  Call  for  information  at  Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617 

Insurance,  www.christurner-ins.com. _  (251)  666-2175,  cell  phone  (251)  689- 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY,  99^or  pdiw@wqrldnet.attmeL 
INC.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church  HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO, 

bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infor-  church  windows,  reworking  and  repair.  West  Ftoint,  MS.  $6,500.  (662)  494-4755 

mation  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at  Columbus/lackson,  (877)  477-1899.  THE  WISTFUL  LAND  OF  HANS  MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT:  Relax...ld  us 

(662)  455-6743.  _ _ _ _  PIANO  TUNING:  I  also  repair,  E>uy,  sell,  CHRISTIAN  ANDERSON.  )oin  Bill  and  search  several  companies  so  we  may  find 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC.,  serving  refinish  and  move  pianos.  Ask  about  FREE  Margarita  Stanford  on  a  1 4-day  cruise  of  the  right  plan  and  premium  for  your  indi- 
MS  &  AL  since  1992.  Call  (800)  605-2970.  church  tunings,  35  years  experience.  Call  Scandinavia  and  St.  Petersburg  on  Star  vidual  needs.  Also,  RX  information  avail- 
DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  &  STEEPLES.  Ron  for  appointment  (225)  328-5961 .  Princess,  May  23-June  5,  2(i06.  Call  (601)  able!  E.F.  Hutton  Insurance  -  we  can  help! 
Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  lighting,  seating,  FA  ASSOCIATE  PASTOR,  music  and  924-1593  for  a  free  brochure.  Toll  free  (877)  232-0686. 

wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  kringiglas,  A/V,  dual  worship  (contemporary/tradi-  CHRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCE,  3.9  cents  HEALTH  INSURANCE  TOO 
carpet,  signs.  Church  Supply  Company  of  tional)  in  west  St.  Louis  County,  MO.  interstate,  4.9  cents  in  state.  No  monthly  EXPENSIVE?  Quality  health  coverage  at 

Texas,  (600)  728-8291. _  Send  resume  to  music  search  commit-  service  charge.  Call  (866)  587-8346  or  truly  affordable  rates!  We  have  saved 

SEBREN'S  SIDING,  (ACKSON,  CHRISTIAN  tee,  Ballwin  Baptist  Church,  15101  www.lowermyphonebill.com/haroldtt. _ many  Mississippi  families  a  hundred 

OWNED.  All  home  improvements,  vinyl  sid-  Manchester  Road,  Baldwin,  MO  1997  CLASS  A  MOTOR  HOME,  plus  per  month.  What  will  we  save  you? 
ing,  windows,  metal  and  shingle  roofs,  patio  63011-4629. _  Cruisemaster  by  Georgieboy.  TFtirly  six  ft..  Call  toll  free  today  (877)  232-0686.  E.F. 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free  furnished  with  all  the  extras.  Please 

call  after  4:30  p.m.  on  weekdays, 
_  (662) 746-6702. 

KAWAI  GRAND  PIANO,  KG-2D,  Satin  DISABILITY  MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT: 
Walnut  Approx.  6',  with  trench.  One  We  offer  several  low  cost  plans  to 
CUSTOM  owner.  Moving  to  smaller  home.  Near  choose  from.  E.  F.  Hutton  Insurance.  Call 

toll  free  today  (877)  232-0686. 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF 
PICAYUNE,  MISS.,  is  seeking  a  full-time 
children's  minister.  Please  send  resume 
to  First  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  477, 
Picayune,  MS  39466,  attn:  personnel 

committee. _ 

FULL-TIME  PASTOR:  AUBURN 
BAPTIST  CHURCH,  east  of  Tupelo, 
Miss.,  is  accepting  resumes  for  a  full¬ 
time  prastor.  Please  direct  all  inquires  to 
prastor  search  committee,  1 1 38  Road 
931,Tup)elo,  MS  38804  or  email  aubum- 
baptistchurch@comcast.net.  Intersted 
aprplicants  may  also  call  for  additional 
information  (662)  842-5638. _ 


YALOBUSHA  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION 

is  now  accepting  resumes  for  an  AMD 
(part-time).  Deadline  for  accepting  is 
December  18,  2005.  Please  send 
resume  to  Yalobusha  Baptist 
Association,  attn;  Bro.  Harvey  Vance, 
piersonnel  director,  P.O.  Box  447, 
Coffeeville,  MS  38922. 


November  24, 2005 


The  Baptist  Record 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Louis  E.  Greer 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jiuuny  Jeakins 
Ted  ft  Kajr  Cunaiat 

Dennis  ft  Mery  M.  Moffan 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Eddie  L.  Cook  Jt 
UIHanLm 

Ms.  DeLans  Lowe  Osborn 
Mrs.  Martha ‘Kfneon 

Travis  ft  Syivia  RUgham 
Janes  G.  Martin 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Archie  C.  LeggeQ 
Chartes  Mathis 

Artif^ton  Heights  BC-Psscagoula 
Mrs.  Eoia  Mattos 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ernest  L.  Scruggs 
Mrs.  Mary  Y.  Womack 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Billy  J.  Martin 
Earl  W.  Maxey 

Mn.  Ferry  Sprsberry 
Hernuui  McCain,  Jr. 

WUI  ft  Jean  Polk 
Mr.  David  McCary 

County  Line  Baptist  ChurxHi 
Mrs.  Irene  McCrcaryiSister  ot  Mrs. 
Wiyne  White) 

Mn.  J.  B.  Lewis 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Brother  of  Margie  McDaniel 
Glenda  ft  Jerry  Fry 
Mr.  Mac  McDowell 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mrs.  Dorothy  McKenzie 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Lester  Haddox 
Marguerite  McLain 

Mr.  ft  Mis.  Andrew  J.  Churchwell 
Mrs.  Carolyn  Meadows 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Wayne  Bagley 
Mrs.  Ured  Merritt  (Mother  Angie 
Woodcock)  ' 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Phillip  B.  Murray 
Glenda  ft  Jerry  Fry 
Mrs.  Charlotte  Mikell 
Mrs.  JoAnn  Pace 
Mack  Mitchell 

Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Mrs.  Colleen  E.  Moore 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bob  Boone 
Mr.  Harvey  Munn 

Branch  Baptist  Church 
J.  D.  Newcomb 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Thomas  L.  Johnsixi 
Mrs.  Nona  P.  Nixon 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Allen  H.  Mapp  Jr 
Rose  Nowell 

Mr  &  Mrs.  W.  J.  McDill 
Mae  Oda  Parker 

Ms.  Margaret  B.  Barham 
Mrs.  Paula  Pasche 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
IJalton  *’ Buddy**  Porter 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  Adams  Sr. 

Ida  Marie  Price 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Barney  J.  Albritton 
I>arry  Pryor 

Ms.  Ireta  W.  Graham 
L.  H.  (Colton)  Ramage 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Cathy  Ray 

Ms.  Sue  Mullins 
Hazel  Reynolds 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Hembree  Brandon 
Mrs.  Marjorie  J.  Richey 
Mr.  James  C.  Peay 
Mrs.  Ruth  Robbins 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Lester  Haddox 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Speights 
Mrs.  Camdl  Rodgers 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  G.  M.  Rogers 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  William  C.  Rogers 
Earl  Routh 

Yicbeng  Liang 
Mrs.  Inez  Simpson 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Betty  Sims 

Graeber  Brothers,  Inc. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Tcny  Biffle  and  Family 
*  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Eddie  Hebns 
Odean  Helms 

Mary  Lynn.Cberyl  Leigh  ft 
Ralph  Perkins 
Stephen  Belton 

The  Fulgham  Family- 
Travis,  Sylvia,  A  Benje 
Aon  Lofton  Smith 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  L.  Tillson 
Bro.  Cotton  Smith 

County  Line  Baptist  Church 
Dr.  D.  P.  Smith 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  William  B.  Thompson 
Eloiae  Smith 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Albcn  N.  Hemphill 
James  Edwin  Smith 

Springfield  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Cari  R.  Woolery 
Lance  Smith 

The  John  H.  Magee  Family 
Mrs.  Neva  Jenkins  Smith 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Victor  V.  Smith 

Ms.  Bobbye  K.  Shields 
Mrs.  Jenn  Solomon 

Arlington  Heights  BC-Paacagoula 
Dona  MHdred  Sorrclb 
Mr.  H.  D.  SorreUs 
Catherine  Lum  Sproles 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mn.  J.  B.  Lewis 
Maijcrie  C.  Greer 
William  C.  Greer 
Judy  Greer  McHenry 
MASFAA  •  MUW 
Henry  Thomas  Ihylor 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Larry  W.  Magee 
Mr.  MWard  Thylor 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Lester  Haddox 
Dr.  Charles  Thnrp 
*  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mrs.  Ivy  "Nanay"  Tboi^ 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Rnlford  Strong 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  PnnI  D.  ABen 


Arlingioa  Heights  BC-ftacagouis 
MJBard  Wbndi,  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  A.  M.  Sisk 
D.LYoang.  Jr. 

Mn.  Dorothy  J.  Crocker 
a  1.  ft  Ruth  Young 

Dennis  A  Mary  M.  Morgan 


The  Village  View 


Chuck  ft  Traci  Holland 
ft  Chikhen 

Mickey  ft  Joyce  Schrader 
Rev.  Everett  Denton 

The  Fulgham  Family 
Scott  Dodd 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  WUI  Dodds 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  G.  W.  Lee 
Clyde  Donnell 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Hilbert  Shiers 
MnrUyn  Doi^las 

Sharon  ft  Herman  Dungan 
Jesse  W.  Dulaney 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  James  E.  Gaik 
Gail  Edwards 

The  Fulgham  Family- 
Travis.  Sylvia  ft  Benje 
Mr.  Richard  B.  Ellb 

Roy  &  Joy  Clibum 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Anthony  S.  Kay 
Mrs.  Dorothy  EIHs 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Christine  Farrow 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  L.  Farrow 
Dr.  Ronald  Lynn  Feather 
Mn.  Vangie  Fields 
Mr.  Robert  Feather 

Mrs.  Vangie  Fields 
Brian  Freeman 

Mrs.  Dot  Griffin 
Mr.  Paul  Fuqua 

Mrs.  Elmer  E.  Holmes 
Mr.  Russell  Gallaspy 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Helen  F.  Gamer 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  L.  Travis  Jr 
Mrs.  Sandra  Garrard 
Mrs.  Vangie  Fields 
Mrs.  Janie  Gavin  Gartin 

Mr.  Robert  N.  Stockeii 
Mr.  Sam  Stockett 
Rev.  Harold  (>artman 
Mr.  Kirk  Haskins 

Sisler-io-law  of  Mrs.  Nellie  (vary 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Lewis 
Mrs.  Betty  Gavin 

Thomas  &  Betty  Busby 
Dale  Gay 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  Risher 

Virginia  (foudeau 

Glenda  &  Jerry  Fry 
Willie  (Graham 

Mrs.  Vangie  Fields 
Smithy  (>ucsl 

Mary  Lynn,Cheryl  Leigh  A 
Ralph  Perkins 
Eurce  Hale 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Rixlncy  Bevill 

(Jrant  Halliburton 

Mn.  Nan  S.  Ducey 
Sarah  Hardy 

Glenda  &  Jerry  Fry 
Stanley  Hathom 

Mrs.  Lucille  H.  Harris 
Mrs.  Ruth  Heflin 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Allen  H.  Mapp  Jr. 
Brian  HemphiU 

Dr.  ft  Mn.  Phillip  B.  Murray 
Mrs.  Mildred  Hennington 
Mn.  Tena  Haskins 
Mavis  Hobby 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Tom  Pettey 
Up  Hofmister 

Glenda  ft  Jerry  Fry 
Mr.  Gene  HoUand  (Brother  of  Mrs. 
Ray  Rutledge) 

Mn.  J.  B.  Lewis 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mr.  Jerry  Holloway 
Mn.  JoAnn  Pace 
Roy  Hood 

Mr.  &  Mn.  Billy  Mangold 
Carl  ft  Marie  Hopkins 

Mr  A  Mn.  John  W.  Pope 
Mr.  Charles  Hudgens 
Mn.  Myrtle  Buie 
Margie  Carwyle 
Juanita  Smith 
Sue  Whittington 
Dennis  Hudson 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Chaney 
John  Hunt 

Sammy  ft  Su.san  >Mlbank.s 
Claude  Leland  Jackson 

Mr  A  Mis.  Ed  E.  Reynolds 
Loufau  Jackson 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Fred  While 
('athcrinc  jenkens 

Mn.  iris  Hawkin.s 
Mr.  John  Jcnnbiip 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
James  D.  Johns 

Mr  James  C.  Peay 


The  Baptist  Children's  Village 
would  like  to  announce 
the  launching  of  our  new 
and  improved  website. 


WWW, baptistchildrensvillage.com 


Dr.  Rory  Lee,  Excutive  Director 

P.O.  Box  27  •  Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242  •  E-mail:  bcv1@misnet.com 
www.baptistchildrensvillage.com 


Please  take  time  to  explore  it 

You  will  find  new  features  such  as: 


BCV  Staff  contact  list 
Current  volunteer  needs 
Current  news 
Admissions  information 
Online  donations 
And  much  more! 


Mr  ft  Mrs.  George  Burton 
Lila  Baker 

Bill  ft  Deena  Barbee 
Rebecca  (Megga)  Ball 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mike  Hiti 
Shaiiynn  Baltzeli 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  S.  S.  Crocker 
Mn.  Mary  O.  Duke 
Bill  Bass 

Sharon  ft  Herman  Dungan 
Mrs.  Edna  Earl  Bennett 

Mrs.  Catherine  F.  Walraven 
Mn.  Lee  Audis  Jayroe 
Mrs.  Ann  Ray  BUUock 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkin.s 
Mrs.  Lula  Mae  Blanton 

Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  ft  Mr^.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mrs.  Hilda  Nell  Bourne 

Sharem  A  Herman  Dungan 
Alla  F.  Fikc  SSC.  Prentiss  BC 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Kenneth  E.  Lee 
Norris  Boyett 

Mr.  Heiuy  Leonard  Wilson 
Jimmy  Boyles 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  L.  Travis  Jr 
David  M.  Bryan 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Chmles  Kimzey 
R.  L.  Burrow 

Mn.  Peggy  Burrow 
Mother  of  Candyu  Burrows 
Glenda  ft  Jeny  Fry 
Helen  Byrd 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Robert  D.  Wasson 
Orville  Byrd 

Mn.  Orville  Byrd 
Mr.  C.  H.  Carraway 

Galilee  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Donald  A.  Thompson  ( 
Hon.  Cynthia  D.  Davis 
Mrs.  Dean  Citapnian 
Mn.  J.  B.  Lewis 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mr.  Bob  Church 

Hon.  Cynthia  D.  Davis 
Eata  Clark 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Aubry  L.  Hays 
Mrs.  Mildred  Clark 

Mn.  John  M.  Tidwell  Sr. 

Jean  Clements 

Sammy  ft  Susan  Wilbank.s 
Mrs.  Mary  Olbum 

Ruby  Taylor  SSC.  FBC-Unton 
KyleCochnm 

Young  Aduh  SSC.Trinity 
BC -Cartilage 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Wilbur  Huffman 
Mr.  Randy  CocfcreH 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Henry  M.  Burkhaher 
Shtfon  ft  Herman  Dungan 
Beulah  Singletary  Coleman 

Mr  ft  Mn.  Hentiwee  Brarxlon 
Brother-in-law  of  Ron  Craddock 
Glenda  ft  Jerry  Fry 
Bruce  Warrea  Culp 

Mr.  and  Mn  IVoy  N.  Alford 
Mrs.  Katherine  "Katie"  Frances 
Cummins 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Ben  Griffitii 


H0N0R.S 


M.  L.  ft  Dora  Bagwell 
Roy  ft  Jerri  Robi^ 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Hubert  Bowman 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Anthony  S.  Kay 
Jimmy  ft  Jo  Ann  Carruth 
Glenda  ft  Jerry  Fry 
James  ft  Mary  Alta  Clark 
Glenda  ft  Jerry  Fry 
Mrs.  Bess  Coker 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mike  Beattie 
James  P.  Cole 

Mr  Robert  S.  Cole 
Rev.  R.  A.  Coulter 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  Franklin  Hughes 
Mary  lyouisc  Drake 

Mr  ft  Mn.  James  L.  Travis  Jr 
Al  ft  Mary  Jo  Dribben 
Glenda  ft  Jerry  Pry 
Mark  &  Lisa  Hammack 
Glenda  ft  Jerry  Fry 
Fisher  S.  Hubbard 

Mr  &  Mn.  James  L.  Travis  Jr 
Clint  &  Doreen  Langley 
Ms.  Bettye  Logan 
Nettie  McMahan  Lewis 

Mr  &  Mn.  James  L.  Triivis  Jr 
Balfour  &  Mary  Elizabeth  Lipscomb 
Glenda  ft  Jerry  Fry 
John,  Carolyn  ft  Mike  l^nto 
Glenda  ft  Jerry  Fry 
Ms.  Helen  M.  Nixon 

Mn.  Mildred  N.  Hill 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Porter 
Mn.  Dorothy  Gilbert 
('haries  W.  RcnfVuw 

Mrs.  Edns  M.  Gilliland 
Ken  ft  Hallye  Stringer 
FowIct  Buick  GMC 
Bemadine  Wckh 

Glenda  A  Jerry  Fiy 


Baptist  Children’s 
Viilage  fbr  the  3rd  year  wilt 

Samaritan’s  Purse,  an 
international  relief  organi¬ 
zation  headed  hy  Rev. 
Franklin  Graham.  This  prqject  provides  shoeboxes  filled  with 
gifts  and  candy  for  children  in  need  around  the  world.  These 
gifU  are  given  and  the  gospel  is  shared  with  children  who 
have  never  received  a  Christmas  gift  or  heard  the  truth 
about  Jesus  Christ.  This  project  is  also  a  mission  project  fbr 
The  Baptist  Children’s  yillage  resMents.  Many^  the  residents 
voiunteer  in  the  relgy  center  and  are  learning  how  important 
it  is  to  serve  others.  The  collection  dates  are  November  Id- 
Si.  For  more  information  contact  Chrystello  Thames  at  The 
Baptist  Children’s  Village  at  601.922.2242  or  cthames@bap- 
tistchitdrensvillage.com  or  go  to  www.samaritanspurse.org. 


;MeMORIAL.S 


Susan  Wilbankx 
Doug  Jones* 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  HaroM  Mayer 
Mr.  Doug  ft  Mrs.  Terri  Jones 

Mrs.  Melba  H.  Blocker  &  fumily 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Paul  N.  Nunnery 
Mr  ft  Mis.  William  B.  Allison  Jr. 
IWri  Carpenter  Jones 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harold  Mayer 
Mr.  Jeremy  Jones 

Mr.  ft  Mis.  George  Burton 
Albert  E.  Kcuhey 

Mrs.  Frances  P  Keshey 
Mr.  Alvin  Kimes 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Robert  Hall 
Mrs.  Annie  Mae  Engiiab  Kyaer 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ed  L.  Smith 
Dr.  Joha  C,  Lawrence 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Henry  Carney 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  KeMi  D.  Davis 
Mr.  T.  Longo 


Mr.  Joha  W.  (Johimy)  Abel 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  Charles  S.  Davis 
Joyce  ft  Cariy  England 
New  Life  SSC.  FBC-Gfcnada 
Bobby  A  Jody  Bell 
Ms.  Pat  Hitt 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  John  T  Keeton  Jr. 
SallieAbcki 

Mrs.  Peggy  Tkylor 
Franklin  Dee  Akins 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Philip  A.  Patrick 
Mr.  W.  H.  (Dub)  Akins 

Ms.  Glenda  H.  Bazyan 
Rev.  L  O.  Anderson 

Mr  A  Mrs.  B.  S.  Roberts 
Rusty  ft  Robbie  Pitts 
Mrs.  Pearl  Anderlon 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  George  Burton 
Mrs.  Silas  Bailey 
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Family  Bible  Study 


Honor  the  Sovereing  Lord 

Job  42:1-13, 16-17 


i 


•  I  have  twin  boys  that  are  15 
months  old.  They  are  living 
p^f  that  everyone  is  different. 
One  is  outgoing  while  the  other 
is  withdrawn.  One  has  blond 
hair  and  brown  eyes,  while  one 
has  brown  hair  and  blue  eyes. 
One  needs  a  large  amount  of 
attention  while  the  other  is  inde¬ 
pendent.  They  are  two  individu¬ 
als  that  are  extremely  different. 
One  thing  that  is  identical  how¬ 
ever,  is  that  they  both  want  to  do 
exactly  what  they  want  to  when 
they  want  to.  Most  of  us  as  chil¬ 
dren  of  God,  like  children  of 
men,  want  to  go  our  own  way 
and  do  our  own  thing.  The  sov¬ 
ereign  God  of  the  universe  how¬ 
ever,  holds  us  accountable  for 
submitting  to  Him  as  Lord.  The 
question  arises,  "How  can  I 
Honor  God  in  spite  of  suffering 
and  loss?"  Job's  life  story  gives 
us  some  insight  on  how  we  can 
honor  God  as  Sovereign,  no 
matter  what  life  brings. 


I.  Submission,  42:1- 


Job’s  submission  to 
Goid  began  with  a  real- 
ization  (vl-4).  Job  quietly  bowed 
before  God  and  admitted  that 
He  was  sovereim.  He  acknowl¬ 
edged  that  Goa  could  do  any¬ 
thing  and  that  nothing  He  pur- 

gosM  to  do  could  be  changed. 

1  spite  of  the  fact  that  He  was 
still  diseased,  childless,  and 
without  his  possessions.  Job 
humbled  hiin^lf  before  God, 
realized  His  sovereignty,  and 
submitted  to  Him  completely. 

salizeGod'i 


tance  of  his  sin  (v6).  As 
Job  submitted  to  God, 
Satan  who  thou^t  that 
Job's  faith  could  be 
destroyed  ttuougH  trials 
and  tribulation,  was 
proven  wrong.  Job's 


lends  were  proven 
wrong  for  assuming 
Job's  torment  was  Gods 
judment.  Job  however, 
was  also  proven  to  be 


agreemg  _ 

tions  that  he  had  brought  on  his 
own  suffering  hy  committing 
some  terrible  sm.  He  was  repent¬ 


ing  of  the  foolish  and  presumptu¬ 
ous  things  he  had  said  about  God 


Not  only  did  Job  re; _ 

sovereignty,  he  also  recognized 
God's  superiority  (v5).  He 
remembered  all  that  he  had 
heard  about  God,  but  now  he 
had  grasped  the  greatness  and 
majesty  of  God.  mth  his  own 
eyes  Jew?  had  seen  God  in  a  whole 
new  way.  This  realization  and 
recognition  led  to  Job's  repen- 


hings 

and  God's  injustice.  Job  gained 
peace  by  submitting  to  the  Loid 
even  though  he  did  not  have  all 
the  answers  to  his  questions  or 
relief  from  his  suffenngs.  We  are 
to  acknowledge  God  as  the  sov- 
ereim  Lord  of  all  and  to  submit 
to  Him  even  when  we  cannot 
explain  all  of  His  ways. 


in  these  three  verses.  The  only 
indication  of  Job's  service  to 
God  is  his  service  as  a  prayer 
warrior.  God  instructs  Job's 
friends  to  go  and  utilize  this 
service  from  Job  to  restore  their 
relationship  with  him  and  God. 

God  gave  them  a  word  of 
correction  (v7)  and  vindicated 
Job  from  the  accusations  of  his 
friends.  God  came  to  them  as 
individuals  and  clearly 
informed  them  of  the  error  of 
their  judgments  upon  Job.  God 
decisively  corrects  them.  Not 
only  did  He  correct  them,  but 
He  also  commanded  them  (v8). 
He  commanded  them  to  go  to 
Job,  offer  a  burnt  offering,  and 
be  prayed  for  by  Job.  God  cor¬ 
rected  and  commanded  Ehphaz, 

Zophar,  and  Bildad  and  they 

.... 

^  for 

_  spoken 

falsely  about  him  and  God. 
When  we  are  truly  submissive 
to  God,  we  are  in  a  position  to 
■  others. 


pray  effectively  for  ( 


11.  Supplication,  42:7-9 


III.  Satisfaction,  42:10-13, 16-17  as  Savior  and  Lor 


found  full  satisfaction. 
According  to  verse  10,  Job  was 
blessed  with  twice  as  much  as 
he  had  before.  He  received 
twice  as  mciny  sheep,  camels, 
oxen,  and  donkeys.  Job  had 
the  same  amount  of  children 
however.  Does  this  contradict 
verse  10?  Absolutely  not.  It  is 
important  for  us  to  under¬ 
stand  that  while  Job  had  lost 
all  of  his  possessions,  he  didn't 
really  lose  his  children  at  all. 
They  had  simply  relocated  to 
another  destination:  heaven! 
What  satisfaction  Job  must 
have  experienced  to  realize 
that  Goa  had  never  left  him 
nor  forsaken  him,  that  this 
world  cannot  take  anything 
from  us  that  God  cannot 
restore,  and  that  those  who 
have  died  in  the  Lord  are  not 
really  lost  at  all,  they  are  just 
relocated.  By  honoring  God 
through  submitting  to  Him, 
serving  Him,  and  being  satis¬ 
fied  in  Him,  we  can  enjoy  the 
blessings  and  satisfaction  of 
living  in  fellowsh^  with  Him 


Job  is  referred  to,  by  God,  as 
the  servant  of  God  four  times 


By  submitting  to  God,  Job  Ivy  is  pastor  of  Fairfield 
enjoyed  God's  blessings  and  Church,  Moselle. 


1 


Explore  the  Bible 

"Loved  By  God" 

Romans  8:28-39 


that  because  of  His  great  love,  from  the  love  of  God  in  Christ. 
He'll  be  generous  to  us  in  Not  our  health;  God  is  by  our 
other  things  we  want  or  need,  bedside.  Not  terrorist  attacks;  if 
As  for  the  question  in  verse  we  die,  we  see  God  face  to  face, 
thirty-one,"  If  God  be  for  us.  Not  hurricanes  now  or  toma- 
who  can  be  against  us?"  we  does  in  the  future;  Christians  are 
might  reply:  If  God  is  for  eternally  safe  in  the  arms  of 
us...  what  difference  does  it  God.  Not  people  or  any  earthly 
make  who  is  against  us?"  We  creature;  (jod  has  the  jxrwer  to 
should  never  doubt  God's  guard  us  and  not  allow  anything 
care  through  the  Holy  Spirit's  to  separate  us  horn  Him.  Being 
guidance  in  our  lives.  lovea  by  God  is  the  feelings  we 

No  Charges  (Romans  8:33-  have  in  our  hearts;  wh^  we 
34)  —  "To  lay  charge"  is  a  read  His  word,  when  we  listen 
legal  term  that  means  you  are  for  Him  in  prayer,  and  when  we 
entering  the  fact  that  a  debt  is  smile  and  rememter  His  person- 
owed  on  a  person's  record.  al  care  for  us.  As  children,  whm 
No  one  has  reason  to  accuse,  we  girls  found  a  wild  flower,  we 
when  the  debt  has  already  removed  each  petal  as  we  chant- 
been  paid  by  Christ's  death  ed  our  hopes  for  a  future 
ori  the  cross.  God  has  justified  boyfriend:  He  loves  me,  he 
His  child,  (v.33)  Jesus  is  the  loves  me  not,  he  loves  me...", 
only  one  who  has  the  right  to  How  disappointing  to  take  the 
condemn.  He  is  the  One  Who  last  petal  and  say  ^e  loves  me 
died,  was  buried,  has  been  not''.  Well,  gu&s  what?  We 
raised  from  the  dead  and  is  never  have  to  be  disapix>inted 
now  at  the  right  hand  of  His  about  that  with  God.  hUs  love  is 
Father  interpreting  our  immeasurable!  It's  everlasting... 


divine  knowledge" 
(Barnes).  We  have  a 
choice  whether  to 
accept  that  call  or  not. 
The  word,  predestinate,  evi¬ 
dently  means  to  determine  a 
special  purpose  beforehand. 
Verse  twenty-nine  shows  that 
the  reason  for  predestinating  is 
that  Christians  will  be  con¬ 
formed  and  made  in  the  like¬ 
ness  of  God's  Son,  Jesus 
Christ.  Verse  thirty  shows  the 
order  of  His  plan  for  our  lives: 
many  people.  When  things  predestined,  called,  justified, 
work  together",  it  is  because  then,  glorified.  May  we  not 
God  is  in  control.  And,  when  disappoint  God. 

js  are  in  proper  order  for  a  No  Doubts  (Romans  8:31- 
Christian,  we  never  have  to  32)  —  God's  love  for  His  peo- 
worry,  because  everything  will  pie  and  His  goodness  to  them 
move  a  lot  smoother.  The  Holy  is  evident  by  the  giving  of  His 
^irit  works  to  bring  about  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  to  die  for 
God's  purpose  in  our  lives,  our  sins.  We  can  never  doubt. 


intricate  thin®  He's  created;  the  love  to  share.  I  didn't 
keen  eye  of  a  oird,  the  soft  fur  of  have  to  wonder  about 
a  kitten,  the  sweet  smeU  of  a  my  love  supply  when 
flower,  and  leaves  chan^g  to  God  gave  us  a  son.  I  kissed  his 
gold,  brown,  red,  and  yellow.  little  cheek  and  shared  about 
Our  first  beautiful  daughter  Jesus'  love  for  him.  I  began  to 
was  bom  on  a  Sunday  in  April,  think 
We  were  so  happy  to  have  ner.  God" 

The  first  time  I  held  her  in  my  alwaj 
arms  I  knew  I  had  seen  a  mira-  overfj 
cle.  I  told  her  about  Jesus  and  No 
how  much  He  loved  her.  When  30)  - 
we  decided  to  add  another  twenl 
child  to  our  family,  I  often  won¬ 
dered  if  I'd  have  enough  love  to 
share  with  another  child.  I  for¬ 
got  the  pain  of  delivery  when  I  thingi 
counted  all  the  little  fingers  and 
toes  of  our  second  beautiful 
daughter.  The  first  time  I  cud¬ 
dled  her  in  my  arms  I  told  her 
about  Jesus  and  that  He  loved 


Davis 


Davis  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  McComb. 


news 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  ana  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  1 1 -Inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  nevvspaper.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing;  rx)  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con- 
tair^  in  the  mes^e  sc^rrient  of  an  e- 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachnients  are  permissiole. 


and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop¬ 
ping.  Photographs  must  depict  people. 
No  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only 
photographs  will  be  printed.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  can  be  published 
one  time  only,  (deadline  for  submitting 
news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 
Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
E-mail:  baptistrecord#mbcb.oig. 


Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number. 

f^tographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 


Discoveries  stirring  religious  archeology  community 


JERUSALEM  (BP)  — 
National  headlines  announcing 
three  recent  archaeologiccil  dis¬ 
coveries  not  only  reaffirm  ffie 
historical  trustworthiness  of  the 
Bible's  narratives,  ffiey  also  high¬ 
light  ffie  important  role  bibhccil 
archaeology  plays  in  Old  and 
New  Testament  studies,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Southern  Baptist  scholars 
Enc  Mitchell  and  Steven  Ottiz. 

•  The  New  York  Times 
reported  November  7  that  pris¬ 
oners  digging  foundations  for 
the  expansion  of  Megiddo 
Prison  north  of  Jerusalem  m  ffie 
Valley  of  Armageddon  uncov¬ 
ered  ruins  of  what  might  be  ffie 
earliest  Christian  church  dis¬ 
covered  in  the  Holy  Land. 

Intricate  mosaics  dating  to 
the  third  century  A.D.  bear 
inscriptions  in  Greek.  The  Israel 
Antiquities  Authority  has  pre¬ 
liminarily  rendered  tne  transla¬ 
tion  of  one  inscription  as  read¬ 
ing,  "The  God-loving  Aketous 
has  offered  this  table  to  ffie  God 
Jesus  Christ,  as  a  memorial." 

•  On  November  9,  The  Times 
reported  from  ffie  site  of  Tel  Zayit, 
just  souffi  of  Jerusalem,  about  ffie 
discoveiy  of  some  scribbling  of  a 
scribe  who  was  practicing  writing 
ffie  Hebrew  alphabet  —  an 
abecedary  —  on  ffie  wall  of  an 
ancient  ouilding.  By  analyzing 
stratification,  ffie  position,  and 
depth  of  ffie  writing,  archaeolo¬ 
gists  have  dated  ffie  abecedary  to 
ffie  lOffi  century  B.C. 

•  Also  on  November  9,  The 
Jerusalem  Post  reported  that  "a 
very  small  ceramic  shard 
unearthed  by  Bar-llan 
University  archaeologists  dig¬ 
ging  at  Tell  es-Safi,  the  biblical 


MAJOR  FIND  —  A  prisoner  at  a  facility  at  Megiddo,  near 
Jerusalem,  cleans  the  remains  of  a  mosaic  floor  of  what  might  be 
the  world's  oldest  Christian  church.  The  find  is  one  of  several 
archaeological  discoveries  reported  from  the  Holy  Land  in  early 
November.  (BP  photo  by  Avi  Ohayon/Flash  90) 


city  Gath  of  ffie  Philistines... 
contains  the  earliest  known 
Philistine  inscription  ever  to  be 
discovered,  [and]  mentions  two 
names  that  are  remarkably  sim¬ 
ilar  to  ffie  name  Goliath.' 

Steven  Ortiz,  associate  profes¬ 
sor  of  archeolc^  and  director  of 
New  Orleans  ^minary's  Center 
for  Archeological  Resecuxli,  cau¬ 
tioned  that  such  new  discoveries 
will  need  to  imdergo  further 
examination,  and  Christians 
must  be  careful  not  to  jump  to 
conclusions  before  a  certain 
amount  of  consensus  among 
authorities  emerges. 

Ortiz  said  he  does  not  doubt 
ffie  authenticity  of  ffiese  recent 
finds.  However,  he  tempers  his 
excitement  wiffi  ffie  reminder 
that,  in  archaeology,  first  impres¬ 
sions  do  not  always  turn  out  to  be 
correct  after  further  investigation. 

"There  are  many  finos  that 
substantiate  the  biolical  text," 
Ortiz  noted,  "but  there  are 
several  sensational  finds 
recently  that  are  forgeries." 

Eric  Mitchell,  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  of  archaeology  and  bib¬ 
lical  backgrounds  at  South¬ 
western  Seminary  in  Ft. 
Worth,  agreed  that  Bible  stu¬ 
dents  must  be  careful  not  to 
draw  quick  conclusions. 

For  example,  in  its  report 
about  ffie  discovery  of  ffie  early 
church  in  Megiddo,  The  New 
York  Times  quoted  anthropolo¬ 
gist  Joe  Zias  as  doubting  wheffier 
a  Romanized  mosaic  would  have 
been  found  in  a  church  in  that 
location  in  ffie  third  century  A.D. 

"My  gut  feeling  is  that  we 
are  lookmg  at  a  Roman  build¬ 
ing  that  may  have  been  con¬ 


verted  to  a  church  at  a  later 
date,"  Zias  told  The  Times. 

Mitchell  acknowledged  Zias' 
concerns,  but  he  «dso  noted  it  is 
possible  that  ffie  origi^  builder 
of  ffie  mosaic  at  Megiddo  was  a 
Roman  who  was  wming  to  take 
a  strong  stand  for  his  faith. 

"These  finds  help  us  flesh 
out  the  climate,  geography, 
society,  educational  system  and 
other  factors  and  influences 
that  ffie  Bible  emerged  from," 
Mitchell  said.  "Even  if  it  turns 
out  that  this  find  in  Megiddo 
wasn't  used  as  a  church  until  a 
later  time,  we  can  learn  some¬ 
thing  from  that,  too." 

"The  reliability  of  its  dating 
brings  us  back  to  ffie  debate  of 
how  literate  were  ffie  fieople  of 
Israel  during  this  time.  Here  is  a 
small,  regional  site  where  peo¬ 
ple  were  apparently  practicing 
writing,"  Ortiz  pointed  out. 

"Many  biblical  scholars 
claim  that  the  Bible  was  an 
elitist  document  that  only  a 
small  handful  of  trained 
priests  could  read.  They  ques¬ 
tion  whether  commoners  had 
access  to  the  text.  This  moves 
the  debate  along,  suggesting 
there  was  a  higher  level  of  lit¬ 
eracy  among  the  Israelites 
than  is  normally  assumed  by 
scholars,"  he  said. 

The  recent  archaeological 
finds,  Mitchell  said,  "are  only 
small  pieces  of  evidence,  but 
when  we  start  adding  up  all 
the  small  pieces  like  these 
that  support  the  Bible's  narra¬ 
tives,  it  becomes  more  and 
more  difficult  for  doubters  or 
unbelievers  to  argue  against 
the  accuracy  of  Scripture." 


Welch  continuing  to  push  'Everyone  Can'  baptism  drumbeat 


OWENSBORO,  Ky.  (BP)  —  Bobby 
Welch,  continuing  his  visits  to  churches 
across  ffie  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC),  has  kept  his  focus  on  urging 
Christians  to  get  out  of  their  pews  and 
into  ffie  streets  where  neighbors,  family 
members,  and  strangers  are  searching 
for  meaning  and  purpose  in  life. 

The  SBC  president  cmd  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Daytona  Beach,  FI., 
speaking  during  a  two-day  evangelism 
rally  at  Pleasant  Grove  Church  in 
Owensboro,  Ky.,  underscored  the 
words  in  2  Peter  3  that  God  does  not 
want  anyone  to  perish  but  everyone  to 
come  to  repentance. 

The  "Everyone  Can"  rally  included 
one  baptism  —  of  a  college  girl  who 
manages  ffie  local  Arby's  restaurant  — 
to  celebrate  ffie  church  ordinance  to 
which  Welch  is  urging  Southern 
Baptists  give  heightened  attention. 

Toward  a  god  of  one  million  bap¬ 
tisms,  Welch  l^s  asked  Baptist  associa¬ 
tions  to  hold  two  baptism  rallies  by  next 
September  and  for  churches  to  empha¬ 
size  baptism  on  November  27,  on  Easter 
Sunday  and  on  September  30, 2006. 

Churches  are  asked  to  register  month¬ 
ly  baptism  updates  and  testimonies 
using  the  "One  Million  Baptisms!" 
hotlink  found  in  ffie  left  column  on  ffie 
www.everyonecan.net  website. 


Ken  Stone,  pastor  of  Pleasant  Grove 
Church,  told  raptist  Press  that  Welch's 
message  was  "strictly  evangelistic, 
about  how  we  need  to  be  out  ffiere  like  a 
stop  sim  warning  people  to  get  off  ffie 
road  to  neU.  It  was  a  great,  great  sermon. 

"The  altar  was  full  of  people  that 
were  praying  for  friends  and  family 
that  ffiey  know  need  to  be  saved.  It  was 
very  powerful." 

Before  Welch  spoke  on  November 
10,  Fred  Luter,  pastor  of  Franklin 
Avenue  Church  in  New  Orleans, 
addressed  the  congregation 
Wednesday  night.  Using  Acts  1  as  his 
text,  he  underscored  ffie  importance  of 
being  empowered  by  ffie  Holy  Spirit  to 
go  out  and  make  a  difference  for  Christ 
m  ffie  world. 

"He  talked  about  how  ffie  early  believ¬ 
ers  were  a  new  people  wiffi  a  new  power 
and  a  new  punxKe,"  Stone  said.  "They 
went  out  into  tne  world  and  turned  ffie 
whole  place  upside  down,  just  starting 
wiffi  tiiat  120  in  the  upper  room." 

Stone  said  Luter  was  a  tremendous 
preacher  before,  but  now  that  his 
church  building  was  severely  damaged 
in  ffie  flood  that  followed  Hurricane 
Katrina  and  his  7,000  members  have 
scattered  throughout  ffie  coimtry,  he  is 
preaching  witn  more  passion  and 
urgency  than  ever  before. 


The  first  night  of  ffie  rally,  when 
Luter  spoke,  the  church  was  packed 
wiffi  about  300  people  who  heard  Luter 
tell  about  ffie  early  church. 

"He  geared  his  message  to  encour¬ 
age  the  church  to  be  the  Kind  of  peo¬ 
ple  that  are  energized  to  go  out," 
Stone  said. 

"We  have  the  power,  as  it  says  in 
Acts  1:8.  We  are  tne  ones  that  need  to 
do  it.  He  talked  about  how  people 
would  see  those  that  turned  the 
world  upside  down  in  Acts  1  and  say, 
'There  they  are.'  They  didn't  have 
buildings  and  budgets  and  they  did¬ 
n't  have  TVs  and  screens  and  all  the 
things  we  have  now.  They  just  shared 
their  faith  with  passion,  and  he  said 
that's  what  we  need  to  get  back  to 
doing  ourselves." 

Of  the  mess^es  that  Welch  and 
Luter  delivered,  Sone  noted  that  it's  a 
good  day  in  ffie  SBC  when  ffie  key  lead¬ 
ers  are  so  burdened  for  ffie  lost. 

"Both  of  them  stirred  a  lot  of  peo¬ 
ple  and  encouraged  them  to  be  soul- 
winners,  to  get  out  there,  back  to  the 
job  we're  supposed  to  be  doing,"  the 
pastor  said. 

"I  think  that's  so  good  for  our  con¬ 
vention.  After  all  ffie  fights  we've  had 
and  that  kind  of  thing,  it's  really 
encouraging  to  have  a  president  and 


prominent  people  in  our  convention 
that  are  on  ffie  track  to  getting  church 
members  to  be  witnesses  for  ffie  Lord." 

Welch,  a  decorated  Vietnam  War 
veteran,  addressed  a  community¬ 
wide  Veterans  Day  celebration  the 
next  morning. 

Several  weeks  ago  when  ffie  event 
was  being  planned.  Stone  suggested  to 
ffie  organizers  that  ffiey  invite  Welch  to 
address  ffie  crowd  because  he  knew  he 
was  a  dynamic  speaker  and  motivator. 
Then  he  asked  Welch  to  come  a  day 
early  and  preach  at  ffie  church  for  what 
woiild  become  ffie  evangelism  rally. 

"It  Just  all  fell  into  place,"  Stone 
said.  '^Dr.  Luter  had  said  he  would 
come  on  a  Sunday,  but  something 
came  up  and  he  asked  if  he  could 
come  on  a  Wednesday,  so  we  had  him 
come  just  before  Dr.  Welch  and  we 
made  it  a  two-day  event." 

Stone  said  Welch  shared  his  testimo¬ 
ny  wiffi  ffie  veterans,  including  events 
in  his  life  leading  up  to  his  deplojonent, 
1^  combat  injury  and  near-death  expe¬ 
rience  in  Vietnam  and  his  life  on  ffie 
other  side  of  ffie  war. 

"There  were  probably  at  least  a  cou¬ 
ple  hundred  veterans  ffiere,  not  to  men¬ 
tion  all  their  families,"  Stone  said. 
"That  gym  was  packed  and  just  hang¬ 
ing  on  his  every  word.  It  was  great." 
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